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2023 EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE
Thank you to our many compassion-

ate community leaders, volunteers, 
partners, and contributors. Your 

generous hearts and your commitment 
to doing good for others is greatly ap-
preciated and the reason that our United 
Way has been serving Wilson County 
since 1959.

In my role as your United Way Execu-
tive Director, I am privileged to see how 
your donation works to change lives. 
Your dedication to serving our commu-
nity through financial support and vol-
unteerism is reflected in the numerous 
ways that United Way is helping people 
every day. Because of you, senior citizens 
receive home delivered meals, children 
attend after-school care leading to school 
readiness and people with challenged 
circumstances are learning skills leading 
to employment.

What your United Way is tackling in 
2023 and beyond and how you can be 
part of helping resolve some of the most 
critical needs we see in our community.

United Way and our partners work 
every day to connect people in need of 
help to resources and programs that can 

lift them out of poverty.  Reducing pov-
erty in Wilson County is a BOLD GOAL, 
and we can’t do it alone. That’s why we 
need everyone to help us. We need our 
donors, our nonprofits and community 
leaders to work together to achieve our 
goal of helping people find affordable 
housing, access to healthy food, and the 
under-employed and unemployed with 
an opportunity to receive training lead-
ing them toward employment and out of 
poverty. You can be a part of this by be-
ing part of the United Way campaign.  

The United Way raises funds in a 
variety of ways to help nonprofit orga-
nizations provide strong programs with 
proven results to help people in our 
community. Workplace Campaigns and 
Residential Campaigns are essential to 
helping create a stronger community. 
If you have never been asked to donate 
to the United Way of Wilson County or 
if you are a past giver and want to see 
how United Way utilizes community do-
nations, please join us on our program 
tours or learn how to serve on a commit-
tee or agency board.  

It is important to know that Wilson 

County donations stay in Wilson County. 
Each United Way is dedicated to ad-
dressing issues in their own communi-
ties and that is why what we raise here 
stays here!

United Way raises funds by sharing 
our story throughout the community. 
Our commitment to you is to ensure that 
donations to our United Way go to deliv-
ering quality programs. Together, you, 
our partners, and companies large and 
small have been committed to helping us 
with our goal to reduce homelessness, 
feed the hungry, keep people safe from 
domestic violence and change lives of 
people living in worry about how to pro-
vide basic needs for their family. We have 
been here helping people, thousands of 
people, because of you. In 2022 more 
than 30,000 people received services 
from our funded programs. Unfortu-
nately, not everyone can be helped 
because funds are limited. Donations 
have declined over the years due to a 
variety of causes, but we are still here 
and still wanting to serve and that is 
why we need your help now more than 
ever.

For over 60 years, our community 
has asked the United Way to step in, 
to fill the gaps and to lend a hand to 
our most in need citizens. Because you 
believe that everyone deserves to have 
their basic needs met, we have made 
sure that programs are available to 
all people in our community. The pro-
grams are in place, but the needs are 
far greater than the available funds. 
Nonprofits cannot provide everyone 
with the needed shelter nights and the 
pantry food is sometimes low, making 

it a challenge to serve those who need 
help. The United Way can’t help others 
without the support from you.  

How can you help when the needs are 
great? One of the things I like the most 
about the United Way is that one dona-
tion from many people can really make 
a difference in the lives of those who are 
struggling. United Way combines the $5 
donation with the $4,000 donation, and 
the 500 people who all donated $100, 
to collectively make a greater positive 
impact.  

In a time of constant change, one thing 
that has stayed the same is that the Unit-
ed Way of Wilson County and you have 
been here to help people. In fact, thou-
sands of people receive help from United 
Way programs because of you. Our work 
is great and not done yet. 

Nonprofits are looking to the United 
Way to help them meet the needs of 
families and individuals, of older citizens 
and children. In short, the United Way is 
here to help all people by raising aware-
ness and addressing the challenges in 
our community, but we can’t do it with-
out you!

If you stopped giving to the United 
Way, please know that your gift has 
been missed. If you are a current donor, 
please know your donation is helping. If 
volunteering is how you want to make 
a difference, please contact the United 
Way of Wilson County and our team will 
help connect you to ways you can GIVE 
TODAY to CHANGE TOMORROW.

With gratitude,

Your United Way of Wilson County 
Executive Director – Judi Thurston
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WILSON CRISIS CENTER

“Happy Tuesday! This is Ms. E calling 
from the Wilson Crisis Center to say hel-
lo and share some time with you.” 

Ms. E makes everyone feel special 
and loved. Her family abandoned her 
in Wilson twelve years ago, with no one 
to assist her. A concerned citizen, who 
stopped to help when she was sitting out-
side a building on a rainy night, brought 
her to us. We immediately asked ques-
tions and got answers so we could begin 
extending help. We found an available 
apartment, and with the help of persons 
in our community, found furniture and 
appliances. We provided her with food 
from our emergency food pantry as well 
as clothing needs.  

While she is 73 years old, with serious 
health issues resulting from diabetes and 
high blood pressure, she is better and en-
joys volunteering with our center. Clients 
eagerly await her calls and share their 
thoughts and concerns with her. She 
reminds them to take their medicine and 
eat nutritious food. Her smile radiates 
through the phone. She is so grateful to 
be a part of our family; we are her 24/7 
security blanket. Being able to volunteer 
makes Ms. E feel needed and promotes 
a positive mental state. We strive to lift 
people up so they can have a better qual-
ity of life. 

The Prom is back!!!  Ms. E attended 
our 9th Senior-Senior Prom on May 13. 
The Wilson Crisis Center and Foundation 
YMCA entertained 450+ seniors with the 
assistance of 100+ teens. Many of our 

seniors have never attended a prom. The 
prom brings all ages together, males and 
females, all races and religions. 

Because of the generous support of 
the United Way of Wilson County, we 
are able to serve the citizens of Wilson 
County 24/7. The Wilson Crisis Center 
has been a United Way partner agency as 
long as the Crisis Center has been open, 
forming a partnership that creates pos-
itive changes for those who need assis-
tance in the Wilson community. We serve 
the citizens with a live human voice who 
is knowledgeable of resources, referrals, 
support groups and offers assistance to 
those in need. 

Our mission statement is “Extending 
a Helping Hand to Those in Need … 24 
Hours a Day … Every Day.” We have 
100+ volunteers each week making calls 
and following up to make certain our cli-
ents are well and safe.  

Our key word when we talk to some-
one in person and on the phone is “LIS-
TEN.” We invite everyone to help us 
celebrate 51 years of vital services to our 
community!

IMPACT: The Wilson Crisis Center 
answered over 40,500 phone calls 
during the past twelve months and 
placed wellness check phone calls 
to over 1400 seniors, disabled and 
challenged individuals every day, to-
taling 511,000 outgoing calls.
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HOPE STATION
In a recent pizza social for the 

Hope Station Westview House Fam-
ily Shelter clients, former residents 
met with current residents to share 
their stories about moving beyond 
homelessness. 

They were able to provide encour-
agement and shine some light on 
the struggles that current residents 
are facing with housing search and 
placement. In an informal conversa-
tion in a welcoming place, glimmers 
of hope emerged for those living in 
uncertainty.  

When asked how about the impact 
of the Hope Station on their lives, 
one family member responded, “I 
thank God for Hope Station. I was 
living in my car for a long time 
and they provided me with a bed 
and somewhere warm and safe to 
stay.” Another family member said, 
“Hope Station has been very amaz-
ing to me and my four kids. Without 
the help we received from Hope Sta-
tion, I don’t know where we would 
be today.” 

Two of the shelter families at that 
pizza social are now employed and 
comfortably housed — and look-
ing toward a hope-filled future of 
self-sufficiency. Hope Station is 
grateful for its partnership with 
United Way of Wilson for making 
our services possible. 

IMPACT: 
In the past 12 months, Hope Sta-

tion has:
• Provided shelter for 77 single 

men, and 34 families. 
• Provided a total of 5,983 nights 

of shelter for 152 individuals.
• Provided housing services to 111 

individuals / 57 individuals experi-
encing homelessness.

• Helped 65 individuals move in to 
permanent housing.

• Helped prevent evictions for 27 
households / 68 individuals.

In addition to its shelter and hous-
ing services, Hope Station’s pantry: 

• Served 2,247 different individu-
als / 952 different households in the 
last year.

• Provided 3-days-worth of healthy 
groceries to nearly 300 families / 750 
individuals each month.

• Provided groceries for nearly 
80,000 meals during the year.
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MEALS ON WHEELS WILSON COUNTY
Updated Name,  
Same Mission

The Wilson County Office of Senior 
Citizens Affairs is now operating as 
Meals on Wheels Wilson County. After 
his appointment as Executive Director 
in December 2022, Michael Stanford 
put this change at the top of his to-do 
list. Stanford is a Wilson native and 
remembers his first volunteer experi-
ences helping his grandmother deliver 
meals to older residents when Meals 
on Wheels operated out of First Pres-
byterian Church where he was a pre-
schooler.

Since 1981, this organization has 
worked hard to deliver and provide 
over 2,440,000 meals throughout Wil-
son County with many volunteers and 
clients referring to the program as 
“Meals on Wheels” even though the 
official name of the Wilson County Of-
fice of Senior Citizens Affairs program 
was Home Delivered Meals. Becoming 
a member and adopting the brand of 
Meals on Wheels America gives Meals 

on Wheels Wilson County a more 
recognizable presence in Wilson Coun-
ty. With this update comes a new logo 
which signifies people coming together 
to deliver Meals on Wheels. 

While delivering meals is the prima-
ry function of the organization, Meals 
on Wheels is more than a meal. Be-
cause of the support of the United Way 
of Wilson, we help improve the quality 
of life for older adults by enabling 
them to remain at home as long as pos-
sible while preserving their personal 
dignity and assisting their ability to 
function independently. We also have 
four congregate nutrition sites located 
throughout the county: at our home 
office on Tarboro Street, the Lucama 
Community Center, the Stantonsburg 
Community Building, and the Elm City 
Train Depot. Please visit our website 
for more information at www.mowwil-
son.org.

IMPACT: Meals on Wheels serves 
over 31,000 meals a year to our Wil-
son residents.

252-237-1303
Home Delivered Meals • Congregate Nutrition Sites

Volunteer to discover the power of a knock!
Connect with us online: mowwilson.org

fb.com/mowwilson • instagram.com/mow_wilson
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POLICE ATHLETICS LEAGUE (PAL)
Wilson Police Departments Police Athletics League 

(PAL) hosted several camps over the summer. In 
June, PAL hosted the 20th annual PAL football camp, 
PAL baseball camp, and the PAL softball camp.

During football camp, approximately 140 males 
and females participated with different football 
stations and skills and cheerleading.  PAL baseball 
had approximately 60 males, and softball had 25 fe-
males.

Kids also enjoyed playing kickball and softball.
PAL continues to honor the memory of Captain 

Reggie K Smith by painting his initials on the foot-
ball field this summer. PAL also appreciates the 
United Way of Wilson County, who in part, provides 
funding for the many activities.

AMERICAN RED CROSS
The Northeastern Chapter of the Amer-

ican Red Cross maintains its presence in 
the Wilson area through the support of the 
United Way of Wilson and our dedicated 
volunteers. Because of this support we can 
deliver services that impact the lives of our 
neighbors and friends in Wilson. 

When disasters strike, such as fires or 
power outages due to storms, we go to aid 
those in need with financial support re-
ferrals and resources or opening shelters. 
The Red Cross is able to assist those most 
in need often in their darkest moments. 
To prepare our communities we provide 
lifesaving courses and preparedness pre-
sentations. We continue to work to ensure 
much needed services in times of crisis 
and times of calm. The power of our vol-
unteers, donors and community partners, 
such as the United Way, is the cornerstone 
to the success of our mission.  

IMPACT: With every pint of blood 
collected from individual donors 
during our blood drives, we have the 
opportunity to save three lives.

IMPACT: PAL is a partnership between youth, 
police and the community that builds positive re-
lationship through recreational, athletic and edu-
cational programs designed to encourage good cit-
izenship.  On average, Wilson PAL annually serves 
approximately 800 local youth.
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THE SPOT
UNITED ARE WE

The SPOT is proud to be a partner agency of the Unit-
ed Way of Wilson County, Inc.

The SPOT’s upcoming after-school program is poised 
for the most successful year since we opened our doors 
in 2010. Students enrolled will represent 11 different 
schools in the county.  Over 300 students will take part 
in academic enrichment, family engagement, activity 
based learning and social wellness programs.  85% of all 
students attend the SPOT free and receive free supper 
and weekend meals throughout the year.  

UNITED WE ARE in supporting our kids academi-
cally and physically. SPOT Sports will increase its pro-
grams to include “Clinics in Lacrosse” and continue its 
soccer league in 2024.  Wilson SPOT football combines 
FUNdamentals and an avenue for players of all skill lev-
els to participate.  The league represents 9 surrounding 
communities, fielding a total of 27 teams and serving 
over 800 players. 

The SPOT’s volunteer coaches are USA Heads-Up 
football certified and take pride in helping our young 
players learn the game and even more pride in watching 
our kids play in middle school and high school games 
for our Wilson County Schools.   This year the SPOT 
would like to recognize Coach Trey Pittman. Coach Pit-

tman has been coaching for the SPOT since we opened 
in 2010.  Coaching in his 13th year, he has held the posi-
tion of Rookie Assistant Coach, Junior Varsity Defensive 
and Offensive coordinator, and Head Coach.  This year 
Coach Pittman joined our Varsity squad.   Coach Pitt-
man is married, has three boys, and works full time for 
the City of Raleigh.  His oldest son is a standout player 
at Fike High School and his youngest is on the Wilson 
SPOT Warrior football team.  His dedication to all kids 
in Wilson has led to The SPOT successes on the field 
and more importantly, the success of his players off the 
field.  UNITED WE ARE in sharing our enthusiastic 
support for Coach Trey Pittman.  Visit the SPOT website 
www.thewilsonspot.org and become a volunteer.  Leave 
your mark on the kids in Wilson County.  

IMPACT:  85% OF ALL YOUTH ATTEND THE SPOT 
FREE YEAR ROUND.  98% OF ALL STUDENTS ARE 
PROMOTED TO THE NEXT GRADE.  100% OF ALL AF-
TER-SCHOOL PARTICIPANTS RECEIVE FREE MEALS.  
MEALS SERVED IN 2022-23 SCHOOL YEAR EQUAL 
33,110.  65% OF THE SPOT AFTER-SCHOOL AND SUM-
MER CAMP PARTICIPANTS PLAY 1 OR MORE SPORTS.  
SPOT SPORTS ARE OPEN TO ALL WILSON COUNTY 
KIDS.

 Minimal Environmental Impact

We believe everything we 
do is to transform people’s 

lives so that together we 
can grow a better world.

Learn more
www.aointl.com

Support for People & Communities

Ethical & Responsible Business 

We are committed to
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THE ARC OF WILSON COUNTY
The Arc of Wilson County has been 

a quiet force in Wilson County since 
1971. The Arc of Wilson County 
serves individuals with intellectual 
and developmental disabilities (IDD) 
and focuses on social activities and 
programs for these individuals. 

The Arc of Wilson County is a small 
chapter of The Arc of The US and The 
Arc of NC, yet we can successfully 
provide quality programs for indi-
viduals with IDD in Wilson County 
through our partnership with The 
United Way of Wilson and the support 
of our community.

The Arc of Wilson County’s Camp 
Sunshine is a summer day camp for 
children with IDD. The Arc relies on 
its partnership with The SPOT, anoth-
er United Way agency, to make Camp 
Sunshine successful. The SPOT gen-
erously allows Camp Sunshine to use 
one of their buses to travel from our 
camp location to park, pool, and oth-
er activities each day. Camp Sunshine 
also travels to The SPOT’s campus for 
lunch. 

One of the core values of The Arc 
states “people with IDD are part of 
and contribute to the fabric of society. 
Everyone benefits when people with 
IDD are present and participate.” 
Each year, The Arc of Wilson County 
hosts a variety of activities, programs, 
and events for individuals with IDD. 
If you happen to go bowling on a Sun-
day evening or attend a Tobs game on 
a Thirsty Thursday, there’s a chance 
you may see The Arc and its clients 
participating in our community. Feel 
free to come say hello and meet these 
incredible people. The only way to 
move forward is by working together 
and by remembering that United Are 
We!

IMPACT: We provide over 300 hours 
of recreational and social activities 
for individuals with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities every 
year.
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THE WESLEY SHELTER, INC.

IMPACT: During the second quarter of 2023, the 
Wesley shelter provided close to 7,000 services 
for over 2,400 clients.

The Wesley Shelter supports domestic violence 
victims and survivors in the Wilson community. 

A recent survivor is a young mother of three 
small children, referred by a neighboring county 
due to the severity of her situation and the need 
for relocation. It took the entire staff to coordi-
nate all the logistics to relocate the family. We 
worked closely with the Wilson Police Depart-
ment to ensure the safety of the family and our 
Executive Director during their pickup from the 
Amtrak station.

Upon arriving at the Safe House, the client was 
understandably overwhelmed, as is often the case 
with our guests. However, our staff and fellow 
guests offered a warm welcome and provided 
support as she settled in with her children. In the 
days to follow, the Wesley Shelter staff worked 
closely with the referring organization regard-
ing the client’s ongoing court case in her home 
county.  She also needed to retrieve their personal 
belongings from the home she shared with her 
harm-doer. Once all arrangements and safety 
measures were in place, we worked with local law 
enforcement to ensure the client and her children 
were safe during her commute via Amtrak to re-
solve the legal matter.

After her court case, the client returned to the 
Safe House feeing much safer and grateful for 
the efforts of both agencies to protect her and her 
children. While advocates for the mother agreed 
it was best for the family’s safety not to grant vis-
itation to the father, the judicial system granted 
visitation three days a week. In partnership with 
the referring agency and the Wilson Police De-
partment, we ensure the visitation happens safely 
while keeping the client’s location confidential 
and complying with all court orders.

Our client has experienced significant growth, 
empowerment, safety, and freedom. Like many 
of our clients, this exceptional mother needed 
systems and support to align with one common 
goal — ensuring her family’s safety, self-suffi-
ciency, and sustainability.  Collaborating with the 
referring agency was an honor, and we learned a 
great deal from each other — the true essence of 
community.

This client and her family are THRIVING — this 
is why we do what we do! As a partner agency of 
the United Way of Wilson County, Inc., their sup-
port enables us to continue to combat domestic 
violence for women and men in our community. 
The Wesley Shelter also appreciates the generos-
ity and showering of gifts and donations from the 
Wilson community.
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Y.O.U.T.H. OF WILSON COUNTY
“It is never too late to start over.”  This 

quote comes from our newest team 
member at Y.O.U.T.H. of Wilson, Jim.  

Thirty-one and half years ago, Jim 
found himself standing in front of a Ju-
venile Court judge being adjudicated on 
simple assault because he was in a “fight 
at school.” He received 12 months of 
probation, 48 hours of community ser-
vice and 48 hours in a detention center. 

At the age of 16, Jim quit school and 
decided to acquire his GED. Jim joined 
the Army and later decided to return 
to college, Barton College, to become 
a Social Worker. Jim came back to 
Y.O.U.T.H. of Wilson to complete his 
internship and after graduating in May 
2023, we decided to hire him part time 
while he pursues his Masters Degree. 
Jim shares his experiences with our 
young people and demonstrates to 
them the importance of never giving up 
and giving back. Jim is a true success 
story of Y.O.U.T.H. of Wilson County.

The Y.O.U.T.H. of Wilson County 
has been serving the youth ages 6 
to 18 for the past 40 years. Our mis-
sion has been and still is to provide 

a Volunteer Mentoring Program 
(M.A.T.C.H.) for young people who 
need a positive role model and/or 
friend. These volunteers go through 
an evidence-based training program, 

background and reference checks 
and interviews. Over the years, these 
volunteers have spent many hours 
of valuable time with our young 
people that just needed someone to 
listen and exchange thoughts. These 
volunteers have been responsible 
for “firsts” in many of these young 
people’s lives. Many of the activities, 
trainings for the volunteers and fami-

lies were provided by our partnership 
with United Way of Wilson County.

Y.O.U.T.H. of Wilson County has 
been The Wilson County Community 
Service/Restitution Program for Wil-
son County over the past 35 years.  
We are the referral agency for Juve-
nile Court, Juvenile Services diver-
sions and for Teen Court restitution.   
This referral only program provides 
youth under the age of 18 and are 
offenders of the law, a way to rehabil-
itate and give back to their communi-
ty and provide restitution to victims 
of juvenile crimes.   Youth referred 
to us through this program provide 
services to many Community Events 
by setting up and manning tables, be-
ing a part of the “Deadhead Society” 
at the City of Wilson Rose Garden, 
Adopt-A-Highway, Agriculture Center 
Gardens, Habitat for Humanity, local 
churches and many more projects 
across Wilson County. 

Jahki at 17 years old on his graduation day!

KHJ graduated high school in June 2023, and is excited to start school this fall to be an 
Aviation Mechanic!

IMPACT: For over 40 years, this pro-
gram has: served over 10,000 youth 
and families, provided over 100,000 
community services hours, and 
paid victims of juvenile crimes over 
$115,000 in Wilson County.
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DIVERSIFIED OPPORTUNITIES, INC.

Working quickly and efficiently are the 
keys to success at the Canteen Vending, 
Inc. location in Wilson, NC, and the Di-
versified Opportunities clients on staff 
there are proving that they can provide 
those skills and more.

“We need people who are dependable, 
here on time, here every night, people 
who work well with others,” said Carl 
Proctor, District Manager with Canteen 
Vending, an on-demand retail and food 
service company. “We’ve got to be pre-
cise on our count because our account-
ability starts on our line here. And speed 
— we’re a competitive group. We come 
to work to come in first. We push, and 
we need people who can move with us. 
We’re only as fast as our slowest person. 
So we need people who are competitive, 
and right now we’ve got a good group.”

Canteen currently employs three Di-
versified clients at its Wilson location. 
Zaccehaeus, Jakquez, and Ann all be-
gan working at Canteen in the spring 
of 2021, which was in the middle of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Proctor says much 
of the success of hiring DOI clients is at-
tributed to Renee Bowie, DOI’s Employ-
ment Specialist.

“Renee spent time at Canteen, looking 
at the jobs and making sure that she 
could find the right person who she felt 
would be qualified to take care of us,” 
Proctor said. “I learn the job at the same 
time our clients do,” said Bowie. “If an 
employer wants to move one of our 
clients to another area of the company 
and they need some additional training 

or assistance, they call me and I come 
back in and help train them again. I tell 
people that if I ever lost my job at Di-
versified, I could find a job anywhere,” 
laughed Bowie.  

Proctor said that he feels very secure 
when it comes to Diversified finding 
the right clients for the job. “Renee has 
been really good at spending the time 
she needs with whomever she needs to 
spend it with,” Proctor said. “If Renee is 
comfortable, and if the individual feels 
comfortable, then I feel comfortable.”

“We’ve had a really good experience 
with Diversified and they should put me 
down as a reference,” continued Proc-
tor. “Probably what people don’t realize 
is that Diversified has a person onsite 
training, and it’s at no cost to us and 
chances are we’re going to get a good 
employee.”

To learn more about DOI’s Employ-
ment Services program or any other pro-
grams and services offered at DOI call 
252-291-0378.  Diversified Opportunities 
is a proud member agency of the United 
Way of Wilson County, Inc.

IMPACT: Diversified Opportunities 
provides specific training for clients 
to be successful employees for local 
businesses. As a result of this col-
laboration, Zaccehaeus, Jakquez, 
and Ann have enjoyed meaningful 
employment with Canteen Vending, 
Inc. for 2+ years.
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